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MEADOWS MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dear Meadows Families,
Vacations are fun, exciting times. Who doesn’t love the anticipation, planning, and of course the actual trip?
I remember family vacations all over Colorado: Durango, Pike’s Peak, the little mining town of Pitkin, and
more. I remember skiing and tubing all over the Lake of the Ozarks. Later on it was New York, Canada, and
Europe. Every trip was a learning experience as well as an adventure, and each created some wonderful
memories.
We know that family trips are also an important part of our families’ lives, and we hope you are able to
experience them regularly. However, it is important to note that there are built-in holidays throughout the
school year that we hope you will utilize. Missing school – even for family, fun, and/or educational purposes
– can put students at a disadvantage. Some risk a lower grade or even failure. Less obvious, but much more
detrimental is the loss of experience and time with a given teacher and class.
When parents have children start school late, extend holidays, and/or leave on vacation before the school
year officially ends, students are impacted. While teachers are willing and able to provide student work, it is
rarely of the caliber or quality they would receive by actually being present in class and experiencing the
lesson firsthand with their peers. This practice also does create more work for teachers who must at times
create an entirely different assignment because it is not feasible for the student to complete what is being
done at school.
Certain situations are unavoidable. Family illness and/or death are separate situations. When planning
vacations, however, please be cognizant of the impact lost days have on your student and his or her
achievement. Students may also miss other days due to illness and doctor’s appointments. All of these lost
days add up, and to ensure achievement and growth students must be present to win!
Please help us help your students be successful:
•Don’t plan vacations on non-school holidays.
•Try to schedule doctor appointments before or after school, or even on Saturday.
•Don’t allow your child to stay home unless he or she is truly ill.
•If your child is ill for more than two days, make school work requests to teachers and ensure that your child
completes the work.
As always, we appreciate your support. When the school and family works together, great things can
happen for kids!
With Ram Pride,

A"en%on:	
  	
  If	
  your	
  	
  5th	
  	
  ,	
  6th	
  	
  or	
  7th	
  	
  grade	
  student	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  returning	
  next	
  
school	
  year,	
  please	
  ﬁll	
  out	
  a	
  withdrawal	
  form	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  oﬃce.

Susan Doyle, Meadows Principal

MADISON MEADOWS MIDDLE SCHOOL

225 W. OCOTILLO RD., PHOENIX, AZ 85013 (602) 664-7600

PTM

A Message from your PTM President
Dear Meadows Parents,
PTM’s Mission is to:
1.
2.
3.

Foster communication between educators and parents
Encourage the active participation of parents in the education of our children
Enhance the learning process by supporting and funding enrichment opportunities.

PTM needs your involvement to meet our mission!
We have many dedicated parents at Meadows who help in many ways. Whether it’s volunteering in the
snack shack, coming to meetings, helping plan an event, teaching Art Masterpiece, signing up for a book
fair, vision testing or picture day – it all matters. BUT, we need more parents to help! If you have not
attended a meeting or signed up to help in some capacity – please think hard about helping this year or
next year. We have many opportunities to do things on your own time or to work with many helpful and
experienced PTM parents who will show you the ropes. Please take that first step and contact me today to
see what opportunities there are to help PTM and your child’s school.

Sincerely,
Chris Goodfarb
2013-14 PTM President

Internet Safety Presentation for Parents
Did	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  70%	
  of	
  teens	
  have	
  hidden	
  online	
  behavior	
  from	
  parents?	
  	
  From	
  
Iden%ty	
  TheK,	
  Sexually	
  Explicit	
  material	
  to	
  Cyber-‐Bullying	
  -‐-‐	
  there	
  is	
  A	
  LOT	
  TO	
  
LEARN!
	
  Join	
  PTM	
  as	
  NotMyKid.org	
  presents	
  to	
  parents	
  on	
  Internet	
  Safety.	
  

When: Thursday, March 13, 6:30– 7:30pm
Where: Media Center/Library

Meet the Thompkins
Wife: Kelly

Crossing guard/ Coach makes a big difference one
smile at a time!

By: Lisa Jaramillo

Meet Gary Thompkins
Gary learned the value of giving back to
the community at the age of 12, when he started
referring for his Dad. Gary still referees today,
along with coaching, and serving as a Meadow’s
crossing guard. This is one family’s story that will
touch your heart and help you realize, how much
we have to smile about.

thing in the world is that I get to coach MY
son. I could have went to the high school
level to coach my other son, who is one of
the top players in the state, but I chose to
be with my youngest, so he can get better.
It’s all about getting a scholarship and it’s
also about working in his surroundings. You
want to be that guy, they say is always
smiling. Well, it’s a blessed day every day,
when you can wake up and help your kids
be a leader.

Kelly if the CEO of the family
(according to Gary), and can also be
found volunteering at Meadows in the
classroom for the Art Masterpiece
program.

Kids:
Sammy age 17, Zeke age 12, and Jazzy
age 20. Zeke started on the 8th grade
basketball team and averages 12 points a
game. Sammy is the number one junior
basketball player in the state of Arizona,
and number 103 in the country. Jazzy
studies Criminal Justice and is a double
major at Norther Arizona University.

Family Matters
They say, a family that plays together,

Who was a role model for you
as a young man?

Why did you take this job?
The reason why I took this job is to help
the kids in the community. My son, Zeke is a
6th grade student and I figured if I was
already dropping off my son, I needed to
find a way to get involved. You have to
think of kid’s safety and be involved. The
principal said, the school needed a cross
walk guard. Now, most people don’t want
to do things like that, which require waking
up early, dealing with the weather, but this
job allows me to wave at parents, bring a
smile to their face. You know, you just want
everyone to have a blessed day. I also had
an opportunity to be a school basketball
coach.

Tell me about coaching, why
do you love it?
Well, it’s the same thing. I have the
opportunity to coach my son, Zeke
Thompkins who is in the 6th grade playing
basketball on the 8th grade team. I’m one
of those guys that wants to make sure your
son gets the best competition, so the best

My Dad was my role model, since he
did the same things to help the community.
Matter of fact, they wanted to retire both of
our basketball jersey’s but I told them to let
my Dad do it, since he’s the one who
started the Martin Luther King basketball
center, camps, and he was a town role
model. I just followed his footsteps. And,
also you got a lot of athletes too. Take for
instance, Magic Johnson and all that he’s
doing in the community. Man, I wanted to
be like Magic when I was younger. So, you
just want to follow that.
You’re not the richest person in the
world. You’re not the poorest, but the Lord
put you to be a role model. I want to help
kids, any way that I can. Every little bit
helps.
If you can make a child or a parent
smile, you’re doing something right, you
know. A kid feels so good walking by here
and a guy say good morning to you. You
make a few cracks about their bikes, and
share a good laugh. What happens is they
will go to school, with a great open mind
and they will feel good about themselves
too.
I’m a father, a family man and like to
help in the community. Kids need a lot, you
know. They see me out here, being silly, well
I’m just a big kid. That’s the secret to the
fountain of youth is to just be a big kid. If
you can be a kid and act silly, the students
will think, I’m going to have a great day,
why not.

stays together. Look at those dimples!

FAMILY PORTRAIT
THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR
COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE!

NJHS
SERVICE
PROJECT

Visit: http://meadowsptm.org/ptm_home/product-category/njhs/

Parent Involvement

IB
ofthe
theWorld
World
IB Corner
Corner of
Dear Parent,
There is a lot to share regarding
our progress with IB MYP:

PTM granted our request to
purchase Managebac software for
our teachers! Thank you, PTM!
(Managebac is an on-line tool used by many IB
schools around the world that helps teachers
organize IB documents they are responsible for
while delivering instruction in the MYP program.)

Our Site Visit occurred on
February 5th and 6th with Bill Shell,
our IB consultant. Bill was very impressed
with Meadows’ staff, students, and parents in our
community. His favorite comment came from a
group of 8th grade NJHS students who told him the
best part of
Meadows was
“the teachers.”
The NJHS
students gave
Bill a tour of the
Meadows’
campus. Bill
also toured 5th
– 8th grade
classrooms, met with all staff, a group of students
and parents. He asked their input about IB, learned
about how we are adopting the IB philosophy and
what we are doing in the classroom to make MYP
happen.
Bill was also delighted to see the progress we
have made so far with implementing MYP. He
acknowledged that he was impressed with the
support of our district with IB: having a full time IB
coordinator, staff collaboration time (TCT) and ongoing IB training that has been paid for by the
district. More teachers will be involved in
additional IB training this summer, too. Learning
never stops in the world of IB!

What can you do as a parent to
help develop the attribute of caring?
Be a great role model for the behavior you
want to see your child display all of the time. Using
kind words, helping people without being asked,
being an active listener all show that you care about
people. Little things can also make a strong
statement……opening the door for another person
shows your child that you are aware of others
around you and want to help them.
Think about how your family can get involved
with community organizations – this pairs well with
the community service hours students need to
complete for their I & S classes
Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle. Try to make an
effort to establish these efforts in your home. It will
help to develop children who care about the
environment and help the future of the world.
Smile! It shows you are caring.
After going to the movies or watching a
program on television; ask your child if any of the
characters were caring and how.
Encourage your child to perform random acts
of kindness.

Your opinion counts
Parents share stories of their children
that attend or graduated from
Meadows and how our school remains
rigorous with instruction – even before
our IB journey began.

Language Arts
Bill visits Ms. Kuhlman’s 6th Grade AEP
Language Arts class. In this picture,
students and Bill were engaged in a
lively discussion about Anne Franke.
Students were eager to share how the
characters in the book displayed
different attributes of the Learner
Profile. One student commented how
King Christian of Denmark was a risktaker!

Peer tutors are very
caring as they assist in
the multi-disabilities
classroom.

Our Learner Profile
attribute of the month for
February is caring.
The description from IB for caring
is… “We show empathy, compassion
and respect. We have a commitment
to service, and we act to make a
positive difference in the lives of
others and in the world around us.”

Bill meets with parents to discuss how
Meadows has evolved as we move
towards becoming an IB school.

Physical Education
Bill observes PE taught by Mr. Vibber.

Sanja is caring and
helpful as she works
with Gianni on his class
work.

https://twitter.com/MadisonAZ

Meadows student Spencer
Scher won first place in the
2013 ASBA Jack Peterson
Student Photography Contest
K-8 Category pic.twitter.com/
nmkBW5FU2k
Meadows student Mallory
Buisker recognized tonight for
first place mixed-media
sculpture @ 2013 Arizona State
Fair pic.twitter.com/
bOjqHDLz0A

Dan Coﬃnger, Meadows 8th Gr
Math Teacher, receives the You
Make the Diﬀerence Award at
the Governing Board Meeting
pic.twitter.com/iab3sx3pKO

1

2

Donate! We will have a few great
kid baskets to raffle off on Friday,
March 28. Kids who donate basket
items will get a free raffle ticket!

Buy Raffle Tickets! Watch for our
pre-event raffle of a bike from Sun
Cyclery. Purchase your square for
$75 today! All entries have a 1 in 75
chance of winning!

3 Purchase	
  your	
  Spring	
  
Social	
  Event	
  Tickets	
  
4

Submit	
  your	
  chili	
  cook	
  off	
  entry	
  
form	
  by	
  March	
  15!	
  (see	
  next	
  
page)

http://meadowsptm.org/ptm_home/shop/chili-cook-oﬀ-entry/

SPECIAL ALERT! FRY’s Shoppers!

1 minute to enroll Fryʼs VIP card =
$Free money for Meadows!
ENROLL today.
19 Meadow’s Fry’s VIP users are registered!
https://www.frysfood.com/topic/new-community-rewards-program

February	
  26th	
  Madison	
  Tas%ng	
  

Tour.	
  This	
  Tas%ng	
  Tour	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  
microbrewery	
  and	
  gastropub	
  focus	
  
(our	
  ﬁnal	
  stop	
  is	
  even	
  partnering	
  with	
  
a	
  local	
  dairy	
  to	
  provide	
  beer-‐infused	
  
desserts).	
  We	
  have	
  four	
  fantas%c,	
  
generous	
  establishments	
  on	
  board	
  for	
  
this	
  fundraising	
  event.
	
  
The	
  goal	
  for	
  the	
  Tas%ng	
  Tour	
  is	
  to	
  raise	
  
enough	
  funds	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  Phoenix	
  
Symphony’s	
  “Back	
  ‘n’	
  Roll”	
  Assemblies	
  
program	
  to	
  all	
  Madison	
  District	
  
schools.	
  

WE LOVE
VOLUNTEERS
The Meadows Snack Shack is open
after school and during RAMMS
sporting events on campus (some
nights & Saturdays). Groups on
campus can “sponsor” the snack
shack for the month and proceeds
for that month will help your
group! Parents (with student
helpers) are needed to staff the

snack shack. Student helpers gain
community service time. Fun and
easy!
Check out the online
schedule and submit your time on
line. Contact Snack Shack
Coordinator Theresa at
MeadowsSnackShack@yahoo.com
to learn more!

Meadows has adopted a planting bed at the
"Growing Together Garden"
located on the corner of 1st St. & Glendale Ave.
Meadows students & parents have been working hard
planting, harvesting, composting, weeding, & more!
Help support this wonderful place so they can receive
a $5,000 donation from Our Hope Phoenix:
http://ourhopephoenix.org/?page_id=7
VOTE ONCE PER DAY!

Yearbooks still available!
The 2013-14 Meadows’ yearbook is now $40 and is available for purchase
online http://meadowsptm.org/ptm_home/shop/yearbook/

You	
  can	
  also	
  s%ll	
  order	
  a	
  book	
  through	
  school,	
  either	
  at	
  the	
  oﬃce	
  or	
  directly	
  
through	
  Mr.	
  Murphy.	
  Make	
  checks	
  payable	
  to	
  Meadows	
  PTM.

Psst...it’s not too late to order

Tuesday’s	
  “A,er	
  School	
  Art”	
  Program
On	
  Tuesdays	
  from	
  3:45	
  pm	
  –	
  4:45	
  pm,	
   the	
  art	
   room	
  will	
  be	
  open	
  for	
  “a=er	
  school	
  art.”	
  	
  This	
  FREE	
  a,er	
  
school	
  program	
   is 	
  open	
  to	
  all	
  students,	
   regardless	
  if	
   they	
  are	
   in	
   art	
   class.	
   This	
  will	
  be	
   a	
   Bme	
   for	
  any	
  
Meadows	
  student	
   to	
   come	
   into	
   the	
   art	
   room	
   and	
  work	
   on	
   projects	
  of	
   their	
   choice	
   or	
   conBnue	
   on	
  
projects	
  that	
   have	
   already	
   been	
   started.	
   The	
   only	
   requirement	
   is	
  a	
   note	
   from	
   a	
  parent	
   or	
   guardian	
  
indicaBng	
  how	
  the	
  student	
  will	
  be	
  transported	
  home	
  (walking,	
  riding	
  a	
  bike,	
  parent	
  pick-‐up,	
  etc.).
	
   The	
   next	
   “a=er	
   school 	
  art”	
   meeBng	
   will	
   	
   conBnue	
   every	
   Tuesday	
   unBl 	
  May	
  2014.	
   	
   Any	
   addiBonal	
  
informaBon	
   and	
   updates	
  can	
  be	
   found	
  at	
   www.mistervoss.com.	
   	
   If	
  there	
   are	
   any	
   quesBons,	
   please	
  
contact	
  ScoR	
  Voss	
  at	
  svoss@madisoned.org.

Charitable	
  Acts	
  Committee	
  News

Need	
  community	
  service	
  hours?	
  	
  Sign	
  up	
  for	
  these	
  upcoming	
  CAC	
  events:
Volunteer	
  Growing	
  Garden	
  on	
  	
  1st	
  street	
  and	
  Glendale	
  Avenue	
  from	
  3-‐5:00pm	
  on	
  TCT	
  days
britton@meadowsptm.org	
  |	
  	
  Britton	
  Sanchez

Charitable Acts Committee

GIVES!

Thank	
  you	
  Meadows	
  families	
  for	
  serving	
  our	
  community.	
  
	
  ~	
  Britton Sanchez CAC Chair

MORE INFORMATION TO COME!

Dear	
  Parents,
We	
  will	
  be	
  using	
  the	
  convenient	
  services	
  of	
  SchoolKidz,	
  Inc.	
  and	
  their	
  Teacher	
  Tailored®	
  back-‐to-‐school	
  supply	
  kit	
  program.	
  
Why	
  ﬁght	
  long	
  lines	
  trying	
  to	
  ﬁnd	
  every	
  single	
  requested	
  item	
  on	
  your	
  child’s	
  supply	
  list?	
  Let	
  us	
  do	
  the	
  shopping	
  for	
  you!
SchoolKidz,	
  Inc.	
  oﬀers	
  brand	
  name	
  items,	
  chosen	
  by	
  the	
  teachers	
  and	
  is	
  exactly	
  what	
  is	
  on	
  your	
  child’s	
  supply	
  list.	
  Names	
  such	
  
as	
  Crayola®,	
  Fiskars®	
  and	
  Elmers®,	
  and	
  their	
  own	
  brand	
  Teacher’sBest™.	
  	
  Best	
  of	
  all,	
  the	
  entire	
  package	
  comes	
  in	
  a	
  reusable	
  
personalized	
  kit.
This	
  program	
  will	
  save	
  you	
  time,	
  making	
  “back-‐to-‐school	
  time”	
  less	
  hectic	
  and	
  more	
  enjoyable	
  for	
  both	
  students	
  and	
  parents.	
  
We	
  believe	
  you	
  will	
  ﬁnd	
  the	
  pricing	
  to	
  be	
  very	
  reasonable.	
  All	
  kits	
  will	
  be	
  delivered	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  let	
  you	
  know	
  the	
  
exact	
  date	
  for	
  pick	
  up.	
  	
  Order	
  forms	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  soon.	
  	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions,	
  please	
  contact	
  Leah	
  at	
  leah@meadowsptm.org

Meadow’s Girl’s Varsity team and student
supporters, showing RAM Pride!

GO RAMS!
Meadows
Athletics
David Vibber
Athletic Director

MEADOWS ATHLETICS:
Athletic Fees:
Parents, another friendly
reminder...we need all winter sports Athletic Fees
to be taken care of as soon as possible. Please pay
your fee (Tax Credit) on line. See our website for
the link. Also...help us get your son's and
daughter's uniform turned in as soon as their
season is complete.
Thanks to all the parents that have contributed to
make this another successful season for the Rams!
Continue to support them as they advance through
the VAC Playoffs!

Madison Meadows requires all students that
participate on an athletic team to pay an athletic
fee of $100 to offset the cost of operating our
athletic program. The fee pays for coaches,
referees, conference dues, transportation,
uniforms and equipment. The fee is “given
back” in the way of a Tax Credit for the same
amount.

Please pay the $100 athletic fee online:
www.msd38.org
• Click “Tax Credit” on the top right hand side.
Scroll down and click “Donate Online”.
• Forward the tax credit confirmation email to
dvibber@msd38.org and include player’s
name and sport.
• Credit card payments also accepted in the
office.
If a student/family is in need of a financial
consideration; volunteer assistance to our school
and/or athletic program may be considered. If
the student meets all of the academic and
behavioral requirements, then we will consider
providing a waiver that will enable him/her to
participate.

Sincerely,
David Vibber
Meadows Athletic Director

The teacher appreciation committee provided a luncheon for IB training on Feb. 5th. The
student council picked up the cost.

THANK YOU!

Madison Meadows

SCHOOL SPIRIT WATER BOTTLES

only

$5
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e
Bot )
tle!
Proceeds benefit
Charitable Acts
Committee (CAC)
Eric Cook, PTM Co-Vice President

Pick one up at the snack shack, or order your cup today!
It’s easy to shop online:
http://meadowsptm.org/ptm_home/shop/meadows-spirit-water-bottle/

Support Class of 2014!

8th Grade
Graduation!

Designate your tax credit dollars toward
Meadows 8th Grade Graduation. Allocate
$400 (couples filing jointly) or $200
(individual) tax credit dollars. Tell
Grandparents, friends, and relatives
about the way to donate.

!

Public Notice for Destruction of Records

!

Madison(District(Office(
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602774574000!
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Following the microfilming of these records, all original permanent cumulative records of
students born in 1997 who have withdrawn from the Madison School District will be
destroyed. In addition, all permanent cumulative records of students who promoted out of
Madison schools in 2011 will be destroyed. Before any records are destroyed, parents
have the right to review and obtain copies of their child’s records. Please contact Madison
School District, Student Records Department at 602-664-7958 before May 16th, 2014.

Aviso Público para la Destrucción de Expedientes
Todos los expedientes originales y permanentes de los estudiantes nacidos en 1997 que se
trasladaron fuera de las escuelas de Madison y todos los expedientes permanentes de los
estudiantes que se graduaron de las escuelas Madison en el 2011, serán destruidos después
de ser archivados en microfilm. Antes de que cualquier expediente sea destruido los
padres tienen el derecho de revisar los expedientes y obtener copias. Por favor contactar al
el Departamento de Expedientes del Distrito Escolar Madison al 602-664-7958 antes del
16 de Mayo del 2014.

Information Regarding Homeless Students
Students are considered homeless if they are:
•
In a shelter, motel vehicle, or campground
•
On the street
•
In an abandoned building, trailer or other inadequate accommodations
•
Doubled up with friends or relatives because they cannot find or afford housing
If children are homeless they have certain rights or protections under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Act. These protections include the right to:
•
Go to school, no matter where they live or how long you have lived there
•
Be enrolled immediately without birth certificates, immunizations or school records
•
Attend school while the school arranges for the transfer of school and immunization records or any
other required documents
•
Enroll in school without giving a permanent address. Schools cannot delay enrollment.
•
Continue in the school they attended before becoming homeless or the school they last attended
•
Receive transportation to and from the school they attended before becoming homeless or the
school they last attended, if requested.
If you have questions or concerns, please contact your local school office.
Información con respecto a Estudiantes sin vivienda
Los estudiantes son considerados sin vivienda si ellos están:
·
En refugios, vehiculo de motel o en campamentos
·
En las calles
·
En un edificio abandonado, remolque u otro hospedaje inadecuado
·
Viviendo con amistades o parientes porque no pueden encontrar o no puede pagar
vivienda.
Si los niños no tienen donde vivir, ellos tienen ciertos derechos o protecciones bajo el Acto de Asistencia
Educativa de estudiantes sin vivienda McKinney-Vento. Estas protecciones incluyen el derecho a:
·
Ir a la escuela, sin importar donde viven o por cuanto tiempo han vivido allí
·
Matricularse inmediatamente sin certificado de nacimiento, cartilla de vacunas o
documentos escolares.
·
Asistir a la escuela mientras la escuela hace los arreglos de traspaso de escuela y
documentos de vacunas o cualquier otro documento requerido
·
Matricularse en la escuela sin dar una dirección permanente. Las escuelas no pueden
demorar la matriculación.
·
Continuar en la escuela que asistieron antes de quedarse sin vivienda o a la última escuela
a la que asistieron.
·
Recibir transporte hacia y de la escuela que asistieron antes de quedarse sin vivienda o a la
última escuela a la que asistieron, si lo solicitan.
Si tiene preguntas o comentarios, por favor comuníquese a la oficina de su escuela local.
	
  
	
  

h"p://madisonhighlandprep.com/h/wp-‐content/uploads/docs/
mhp-‐brochure1-‐ﬁnal-‐010914-‐internet.pdf

