AUGUST 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS:
5TH GRADE TREAT &
GREET
August 3, 2:00pm — 3:00pm
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
August 6, 8:25am — 3:40pm

Welcome Meadows Families!
We want to make sure everyone knows - You are automatically a member
of our Parent Teacher Organization, PTM – Welcome!

TCT DAYS, 2:10pm Release
August 15, 22 & and 29

Our one-hour meetings are the FIRST WEDNESDAY of the month,
starting in September at 5:30pm – Principal Carney reports to bring us upto-date on school events and our PTM always has something going on.
Please plan to attend – we would love to see you, and truthfully, we need
YOU. Your involvement makes a difference and helps us set
MEADOWS apart from other schools!

MEADOWS BACK TO
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE &
DINNER
August 15, 5:30pm—7:00pm

We are trying something new this year with a Back to School Open
House & Dinner on August 15 – please keep an eye out for the flyers and
more information.

5TH GRADE CAMP
FRIENDLY PINES
August 21—24

It’s the start of a new school year, and we know there is a lot parents and
teachers can do together to support each other, through fundraising, communicating and having fun. We look forward to doing these things together as a Meadows Community! Parent participation is key to our
success.

RESTAURANT NIGHT —
PANERA BREAD
August 15, 4:00pm—8:00pm

We hope to see you a lot this year!
Sincerely,
Leeann Spangler
President
President@MeadowsPTM.org
on behalf of the entire 2018-19 Exec. Board - We’re glad you are here!
P.S. Don’t forget to like our Face Book Page – Parents and Teachers at
Meadows - a lot of information is shared there as well as on our website
– www.meaowsptm.org.

SCHOOL PICTURES
August 30, School Day

Dear Parents & Students,
Welcome to Meadows for the 2017-2018 school year. I hope you have had a cool, relaxing summer and are ready to
jump back into school. I would also like to welcome our returning teachers and new members to our teaching staff.
We are glad to have you at Meadows!
As we are always updating and evolving to better serve our education community, I would like to share some changes
for our new school year.
Class Changes:
Our Digital Design Labs will take on a new focus this year – Media Production! Students will learn about designing
websites, print layouts, photography, video production, and much more. For content continuity, learning retention,
scheduling and more manageable student numbers, this required class will now be every day for one semester.
PE will also be every day for one semester. To help keep students active during their off semester, we will, thanks to
PTM support, be providing additional equipment at recess.
Choir - Students will learn fundamentals of music reading, vocal techniques, and singing in a group. In addition to
singing, students will learn some basic piano skills.
Percussion - Students will learn fundamentals of music reading, techniques on a variety of percussion instruments
(bells, drums, timpani, and more), and performance in various groups. Students will be expected to buy or rent a bell/
practice pad kit, method book, and accessories such as drum sticks.
Important Reminders:
• Campus opens at 8:10am – no supervision is available before this time, please do not drop off early.
• School is out at 3:40pm – all students must be off campus by 4:00pm unless they are involved in an afterschool activity. Gates will be locked at 4:00pm. TCT Days are released at 2:10pm, gates locked at 2:30pm.
• Student drop off and pick up are in the back of the school, off of 3rd Avenue & Maryland – FOR SAFETY
and supervision reasons please do not drop off in front of the school or in the neighborhood.
• Celebrations Church is no longer a designated student drop off (parking during the school day is permitted).
• A shuttle bus from North Phoenix Baptist Church is available and encouraged for all out of district students,
especially those who might otherwise be dropped off before campus is open.
• All schedule change requests require a completed schedule change form and administrative approval.
Changes will be made after the 10-day drop period.

We look forward to seeing you the first day of school – August 6th.

Pat Carney M.Ed
Principal
Madison Meadows Middle School
(602) 664-7601

Extraordinary Learning for All

ATTENTION:
This year (2018-19) the 7th and 8th grade Science teachers will be shifting to Standards Based Grading
which is in line with IB assessment practices. The basic philosophy of Standards Based Grading is that
students receive scores based only upon what academic content they can demonstrate they have learned.
Classwork, quizzes, homework, etc. will still exist but will not figure in determining the grade on their
report card. A student’s grade will be an accurate reflection of their proven knowledge of the Science
standards only. Their classwork, homework, quizzes, etc. will be rebranded as “practice” and tests alone
will determine their overall score. Think of it like sports or theater. We expect athletes/performers to
learn and improve during practices/rehearsal but we assess them based on how they perform in the
game/show.
The other attributes which we want students to have like work ethic, respect, responsibility, and collaboration skills are still very important and will be expected. These attributes will be explicitly taught,
assessed, and regularly reported upon to parents but not figure in the student’s academic grade. Hopefully, the assessing of academics and attributes will give parents a more complete picture of a student’s
performance at school. The Science Department is looking forward to this shift and the opportunities for
learning it opens up for all students. The teachers believe their young scientists will be given a great
opportunity to grow in their academic abilities and become more responsible for their own learning.

GO RAMS!!

MADISON MEADOWS
NEW TEACHING STAFF ADDITIONS
Melissa Bracamonte – 7th/8th Language Arts
I am entering my 11th year as a middle school Language Arts teacher. I recently achieved my National
Board Certification in 2017. I live in Scottsdale with my husband and 5 year old son that will be starting
kindergarten this year at Heights. I enjoy reading, going to Disneyland/World, traveling, and spending time
with my family.
Emily Fleckenstein – 6th/6th Adv. Language Arts
Hi! I am honored and excited to teach 6th grade English at Meadows. I received a Bachelor’s in Elementary Education from Arizona State University, certified to teach K-8, and specially certified to
teach Language Arts to grades 6-8. In my free time, I enjoy baking, reading, and working out. I am enthusiastic to begin a creative and successful school year with all of my 6th grade students!
Jordana Hale – 8th/8th Adv. Math
Hello, I am looking forward to teaching at Meadows. I earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Accounting from
the University of Arizona in 1983 (Bear Down!) and a Masters of Arts in Education from the University of
Phoenix in June 2004. As a second career educator, my goal has always been to instill a love of learning for
a lifetime and to prepare each student for success in future years. With twenty-one years of business experience before becoming an educator, I enjoy bringing real world knowledge to the classroom and providing
students with unique learning experiences. I am very excited to be heading back to the classroom next year
at Madison Meadows Middle School.
Rob Nelson – Band/Percussion/Choir
I'm happy to start my first year teaching band, choir, and percussion at Madison Meadows. This will be my
12th year of teaching, though the last three years I've been a stay at home dad and taught trumpet and wind
ensemble for an after school music program in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. I grew up in New Jersey, but have
lived in Alaska, Washington, and Louisiana. I am a trumpet player and have had the opportunity to perform
in many types of ensemble and to teach band, choir, and orchestra. Outside of music, I enjoy spending time
with my family, running, playing video games, and I am excited to get back into hiking and the outdoor opportunities that Phoenix has to offer.
Paige Showerman – 5th/6th Science
Hi, this will be my first year teaching at Madison Meadows. I was born in Rochester, New York and moved
to sunny Arizona in 2001. I quickly learned that trading snow and rain for sunshine made life more enjoyable! I attended Arizona State University where I obtained a B.A. in Elementary Education from the Mary
Lou Fulton Teachers College. At sixteen, I began working for the Boys & Girls Club and quickly realized I
had an affinity for mentoring and working with young people. I have continued to be part of the Boys &
Girls Club ever since. I have a great passion for horses. I enjoy riding and showing my horse, Tigger, in the
Hunter Jumper ring. I also have a small company and create accessories for riders and their horses.
I am looking forward to and appreciate having the opportunity to join the teaching team at Madison Meadows Middle School. Together with my students, I am ready to start this new journey through science!

PTM
Parents and Teachers at Meadows
PTM MISSION STATEMENT: PTM’s mission is to provide support to our children, our faculty, staff,
administration and our parents for the betterment of the educational process and social environment of
Madison Meadows Middle School.

PTM needs your involvement to meet our mission! Check out our volunteer and committee page on the
PTM website. We have a variety of ways to help! www.meadowsptm.org

PTM MEETINGS: Meetings will be in the Media Center at 5:30pm. Here are our scheduled dates:
September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5
January 9

February 6
March 6
April 3
May 1

PTM BOARD:
President
Co Vice President
Co-Vice President
Treasurer, Accounts Payable
Treasurer, Accounts Receivable
Recording Secretary
Communications Secretary

Leeann Spangler, President@MeadowsPTM.org
Dionne Washington, VPSS@MeadowsPTM.org
Theresa Rink, VPFF@MeadowsPTM.org
Lori Takeuchi, AP@MeadowsPTM.org
Melissa Boydston, AR@MeadowsPTM.org
Chris Goodfarb, RecSec@MeadowsPTM.org
Nicole Lynch, CorSec@MeadowsPTM.org

Together we can make a difference!

WAYS TO HELP MEADOWS
To be a successful community to the extent Meadows maintains, we need a broad base of support – physically, and financially. Please, participate in any way you can, and invite friends
and neighbors to help as well!
1 – STAY INFORMED! “Like” Parents and Teachers at Meadows on FACEBOOK - Make
sure you get the MED O GRAM (sign up at www.meadowsptm.org) and take time to read it.
Come to PTM MEETINGS. Check the PTM Website www.madisonptm.org and the school
website www.madisonaz.org/meadows-middle-school/ for information on events, fundraisers
and other goings-on.
2 – Collect:

General Mills Box Tops for Education: 10 cents for every valid Box Top sub-

mitted. Classes battle to collect the most. Please trim (but not the expiration date)
and turn in to Home Room! If these box tops go in the trash, no one wins! Collection
October and April.
3 – Fry’s Shoppers: register your Fry’s Card and every time you shop Meadows get 1%.
(See backside!)
4 – Sign up for AMAZON SMILE to support Parents and Teachers at Meadows and ask your
friends to sign up too! Meadows gets a portion of your AMAZON purchases. Go to
smile.amazon.com.

5. - Sleep well - if anyone is buying a mattress on line with TUFT AND NEEDLE, list
MADISON MEADOWS as the give-back program organization and Meadows gets
25% of the purchase, no additional cost to buyer.
6 – Support the Athletic Banner Program – if you know a family or business that would like to
donate to athletics and receive a banner, please have them contact Mr. Holcolmb:
bholcomb2@Madisoned.org
7 – Check out: escrip.com/getstarted (details on back side)
8 - VOLUNTEER! WE NEED EVERYONE – From committee chairpeople to one time chaperones! Every moment of involvement is a gift to our community and our kids.

9 – AND LASTLY – Be PART of the community. Cheer, participate, donate.
They grow up fast!
Thank you for supporting MEADOWS! We look forward to a great year!

There will be a Fall Sports Information Meeting
on Thursday, August 9th from 5:30 to 6:00pm in
the gymnasium at Madison Meadows. Athletic
Director, Peter Samuel, will be there to provide
overall information about the Fall season and
answer any questions.
Fall sports at Meadows are: Boys & Girls CrossCountry; Boys & Girls Soccer; and Varsity &
Junior Varsity Girls Volleyball.
Tryouts will be announced as soon as they are
scheduled.

Crossing Guards
Lunch Duty Aide
Apply online at,
www.madisonaz.org.

Meadows currently needs 1 lunch duty aide and 3 crossing guards. The
hours for the lunch duty aide are 11:15 - 12:50, and the hours for crossing
guard are 7:30 - 9:00 and 3:15 - 4:15. For both positions the hours
change a little on TCT days. You can apply on-line at the district website
at: http://www.madisonaz.org/. Wage is determined by the DO when
applicants are accepted; pay range is posted online. Questions can be
answered by Mr. Merrill, Assistant Principal, cmerrill@madisoned.org,
or 602-664-7611.

THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS!!
Meadows Orientation Days
Thank you to the following volunteers who made Meadows Orientation Days a success!!
Melissa Boydston
Chris Goodfarb
Carrie Liftshitz
Kathryn Majors
Becky Nieto

Lupe Garnica
Pam Kasovak
Nicole Lynch
Michelle Mojica
Leeann Spangler

And Director, Danielle Hanson! A Fabulous Job!!
Thank you to our corporate sponsor: Blue Orthodontics.
“Blue Orthodontics is a PROUD sponsor of Madison Meadows Middle School! We are glad that all of the
orientation volunteers had some of our yummy snacks to enjoy! Without volunteers, Orientation Days
would not be as informative and incredible as it is! Thank you to all the hard working volunteers!"

Welcome Committee
Thank you to the following volunteers who welcomed our new 5th Grade and new student
families! Way to go Team!!
Amy MacPherson
Nicole Lynch
Lori Takeuchi
Patty Wubker

Michael Lembezeder
Michael Ramirez
Angela Talbot

And Director, Sadie Jo Smokey-Crews! Awesome Job!!

GO PARENTS!!

DADS’ CLUB
The first Dads Club meeting of the year will be Tuesday September 11th, 6pm, at
Lincoln Heights Church which is at 2121 E. Lincoln. We will lay out our agenda
for the year and then finish with some dodgeball and refreshments!

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE………… Nurse Sharon
Welcome back to everyone! The summer break was short, but sweet. I
hope everyone is healthy.
Please let me know if your child has had any problems over the summer
which may impact the start of the school year.
Please remember to bring in proof of any shots your child received so I
can update the school record here. All 6th graders that are 11-yrs.-old
need the Tdap and Meningitis Shot. If you are not sure about getting it,
please let me know so I can provide you with any information.
All medications for your child must be left in the Health Office. Inhalers
and Epi-Pens are allowed to be carried by the student - BUT- Please see
Nurse Sharon First.
It is going to be a HOT start to the year, so please encourage your child to
bring water to school and drink it.

STEP

FRY’S SHOPPERS – How to sign up!! (If already signed up, you DON’T need to renew)

1: Creating an Online Fry’s Account
**NOTE: If you already have an online Fry’s account, skip to #2
*Go to http://www.frysfood.com/
*Select ‘Register’.
*Under Sign-In information, enter your email and create a password.
*Select ‘Use Card Number’.
*Enter your Fry’s V.I.P Card Number, last name and postal code.
*Under ‘Select Your Preferred Store’ enter your postal code.
*Select ‘Find Stores’.
*Choose your store then select ‘Create Account’.
*You will then be prompted to check your email for a confirmation email.
Click the hyperlink in your email to finish creating your Online Fry’s Account.
*Continue to step #2 to register for the Fry’s Community Rewards Program of your choice.

STEP 2: Register for the Fry’s Community Rewards Program
*Go to https://www.frysfood.com/topic/community?activePage=community-rewards-2
*Select ‘Sign-In’.
*Enter your email and password then select ‘sign in’. (This will be the email and password you created in
step 1)
*Select ‘My Account then select ‘Account Settings’ from drop down menu.
*Click ‘edit’ under Community Rewards. If prompted, enter personal information.
*Under Find Your Organization: Enter the 80423 select ‘search’.
*Under Select Your Organization: Select box next to our name
*Then select ‘save changes’.
*If you have registered correctly, you should now see your organization information listed under ‘Community
Rewards’ on your Account Summary page.
STEP 3: RENEW YEARLY!!

eScrip is still around, but changed. Safeway left us, but now they have an ONLINE MALL. A 5% of
all purchases made at eScrip Merchants is given back to MEADOWS, seamlessly!
Please enroll at escrip.com/getstarted- select “make a difference” enter your zip code, sign
up, select Madison MEADOWS MiddleSchool, and register yourself and your card(optional). Then
go through eScrip On Line mall when you shop on line. Example. Go through eScrip Online Mall to
Orbitz – book your trip and Meadows gets a percentage. Oriental Trading Company, Home Depot
and MORE! Already an eScrip supporter? Awesome! Log in to your my eScrip account today at
escrip.com/signin.

