MED-O-GRAM
OCTOBER 2018
Hello Meadows Parents –

Whoop Whoop! Over $27,245 raised (before expenses) in our
Fall Fundraiser. We are thrilled! Thank you everyone for bearing
with us and to all who generously donated, or wished us well.
Thanks to the volunteers – Bridget Bell, Mishelle Stenke, Becky Nieto and Carrie Lifshitz and to Theresa Rink for Co-Chairing. No one
is happier than we are that it is over! If anyone thinks of another
way to raise money to make our budget - we are all ears!!!
If you ever want details on how the money is spent, please come
to a PTM meeting, or check our meeting minutes out on our website:
www.meadowsptm.org.
In other PTM news…
Oct. 1: CANDIDATE FORUM – Meet the candidates of Leg. District 28 – all have been invited, and the three board members running
for two places on the Madison Board. 5:30 at the District Board
Room – 16th St. and Missouri
Oct. 3: PTM MEETING - 5:30 PM, library – Mitra Khazai of Madison Advocates will be present to discuss Prop. 305 and Prop. 126,
Ms. Carney will update on School Happenings
Oct. 3: Presentation by Teen LifeLine at 6:30 PM in the library on
Teen Depression and Suicide - know the signs, know the resources.
Oct. 4: Family BINGO NIGHT – 5:30 PM doors open, games start
at 6 PM, $5 for all the games. Silent Auction, including ½ off braces
from Ooli Valley Orthodontics, clubs will be selling pizza, drinks and
treats.
Oct. 5: Half Day. Color party for those who qualified.
Hope to see you!
Sincerely,
Leeann Spangler
PTM President
President@meadowsptm.org

UPCOMING EVENTS:
BOT TOPS
October 1-5
DADS’ CLUB
October 2, 6:00pm
Lincoln Heights Church
PTM MEETING
October 3, 5:30pm
PRESENTATION BY
TEEN LIFELINE
Teen Depression and Suicide
October 3, 6:30pm
TCT, 2:10pm Release
October 17, 31
NOTE: October 3, Full Day
BINGO NIGHT
October 4, 5:00pm
FALL FUNDRAISER —
COLOR PARTY!
October 5, 8th Period
HALF DAY, 12:10pm Release
October 5
FALL BREAK — NO SCHOOL
October 8—12
RESTAURANT NIGHT
Carlos O’Brien’s
October 16
PARENT/TEACHER
CONFERENCES
October 22, 23, 24
PICTURE RE-TAKE
October 25

Hello parents and guardians.
I have to say I’m really looking forward to the approaching cool days and BINGO Night! We had such a
great time last year. You can see below all the great things the grade levels have been doing.
I regret that I have some upsetting behavior that needs to be addressed. We have had some vandalism in our
bathrooms. The soap dispensers and the p-traps have been broken in several bathrooms and ink was spread
into the sinks. We also have a growing problem with gum everywhere on the campus. We need your help in
encouraging your student to be stewards of our campus. Encourage them to be:

Respectful
Accountable
Mindful and
Safe
Chris and I went on the announcements to appeal for responsible citizenship. We are all responsible for
keeping our campus a place where we are proud . If students see something they need to tell the office and
we can keep it anonymous. They can also notify you to communicate with us. Thank you!

Grade Level Updates:
5th Grade:
Language Arts is working with informational text structures and preparing for their first district pacing assessment that will take place the first week of October. Math students are working on multiplication and division as they prepare for their first district pacing assessment that will take place the week after fall break.
Please help your student study their multiplication facts as we are having quizzes every Friday. Social Studies tudents are wrapping up Early Migration with a project on the Mayan, Aztec, and Incan civilizations.
This unit leads into the unit on the Age of Exploration and Colonization that the students will be taking part
in when we return from Fall Break. Students are researching the civilizations and creating print and digital
presentations. Science classes are wrapping up the unit on Variables in an experiment. Students conducted
experiments and investigated how variables affect the outcome of the experiment. For example, the students
constructed "lifeboats" and investigated how the boat's design impacted the number of "passengers" that
could be placed in the boat.
6th Grade:
In Math, 6th graders are learning about ratios, rates, and unit rates. They are building tables to show the
comparison of two quantities, using multiplication and division to show equivalent ratios, and simplifying
their work to unit rates. Science students are learning about what causes seasons and how to plot points of
latitude and longitude on a map and also how to graph data. After, students will use a model of the SunEarth system to investigate the amount of sunlight on different parts of the globe at different times of the
year. In Language Arts, students will continue practicing RACE format for all of their responses, working on
spelling, and wrapping up their first unit in the StudySync textbook. Social Studies students are working on
their country-reports in-class and at-home. Five themes of Geography have been introduced, the study of
“earliest human civilization” has been covered, and classes are moving into Mesopotamia.
Continued next page...

7th Grade:
Math classes are finishing up ratios and proportions and moving into percentages. Language Arts students are
writing informational essays about texts they have read this quarter. Science classes are learning the different
Earth processes. Students have just completed their standard on the layers of sedimentary rock and geological
timelines, and now are focusing how the layers form through the rock cycle. Students will be creating models
to show their knowledge of rock formations and how rocks can change over time! Social Studies- Students
are finishing history for now, as we move into Junior Achievement this week! Students will be looking at careers options. Parents are encouraged to discuss their career, and why they chose that career with their children.
8th Grade:
In Ms. Bradshaw’s class, the novel studies are being capped off with a board game project in general education classes, and an advanced placement college level essay in the advanced classes. Ms. Bracamonte’s class
will finish their Animal Farm novel studies after fall break, but are working through satire and other literary
elements currently. All eighth grade English classes will be working through lists 1-5 roots before fall break,
and lists 6-10 after fall break. Encourage your child to study! Math is covering quite a few areas this month.
Integers, fractions, two step and one step equations are all being covered. Students were given a performance
task this week, which is bringing in a bit of IB to the world of math! Students are making their own constitutions in Social Studies. Next quarter will bring the community service project, so stay tuned. Science students are in the middle of the life science unit. With project based learning, there are only two grades in the
grade book for the quarter. Please encourage students to complete re-take paperwork from this point on to
improve their science grades. Parent conference will be scheduled on Sign-Up Genius after fall break. Please
wait until parent conferences, or make an appointment to speak with teachers.

Taria Smith will be joining Meadows as our new Secretary I. Taria comes with a strong background in not
only education but also customer service. She is looking forward to coming back to an educational setting
after a few years away. Help us in welcoming her to our Meadows family.
Pat Carney M.Ed
Principal, Madison Meadows Middle School
(602) 664-7601

Extraordinary Learning for All
Learning for All

FROM BECKI...
How to encourage your child to develop Grit
“studies show that teaching people to have a growth mindset which encourages a focus on effort
rather than on intelligence or talent, makes them into high achievers in school and life.” Carol S
Dweck.
It is a natural desire for most parents to want their child to do their very best to reach their full potential. However, we know as adults that sometimes obstacles occur in life, and having the persistence and determination to work through those obstacles is also very important. So how do we
help provide the appropriate amount of support and protection for our kids, while encouraging independence that fosters confidence and builds resilience?
One suggestion is to stop controlling and start coaching your child. Completing tasks for your
child robs them of the opportunity to develop competency. Encouraging your child‘s efforts in a
new task, coaching them through any difficult obstacles that they may face builds grit and perseverance. Giving positive feedback about specific things your child has control over (like their
amount of effort), rather than something they have no control over (like being smart), helps them
see that the effort to keep trying, practicing, and improving is what you value. Praise their effort
not their ability.
Try to model positive self-talk and encourage your child to use it. Positive self-talk actually improves our ability to handle a new or difficult task. As parents we want to model a positive inner
voice and let our kids know when we use it to help handle frustrations we face in life. This will
help our kids to learn to ignore automatic negative thoughts and find their own encouraging inner
voice to listen to when they are frustrated. Allow your child to make mistakes and celebrate them
as proof that they challenged themselves with learning something new.
Empathize with your child’s feelings. Instead of doing everything in your power to remove the
source of frustration for your child, try communicating your compassion. “I am sorry this is hard
right now.” “I can see that this is frustrating.” Just validating your child’s feelings goes a long
way to diffusing them. It also allows you to open up a conversation where you may be able to
help them generate a new strategy or way to solve the problem. Brainstorming solutions with your
child allows them to develop feelings of power and control in the face of challenges. We want to
help our kids remember that their brain grows each time they are challenged.
Additional articles on Grit:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2015/03/09/grit-the-key-ingredient-to-yourkids-success/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.880f0211ac65www.nytimes.com/2016/04/10/education/
edlife/passion-grit-success.html

Becki Williams, LMSW
Meadows Social Worker
602-664-7630
bwilliams@madisoned.org

COLOR PARTY
First of its kind — Meadows Fall Fundraiser Color Party!!
We have about 150 students who qualified for the color party - they will be divided
up into two groups -and allowed to color each other as photos are taken, then they
get a treat and have to clean up and go home. It's going to be a busy 60 minutes and we need your help!!! Please sign up and watch the fun!!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094bacaf2aa6f58-color

Did you know that Madison District has a website for Food and Nutrition?
It has tons of information, including breakfast and lunch menus, a prepayment portal, financial assistance information. Plus they are asking for
you to take time and complete quick survey to better help our kids!
https://madisonaz.org/parents/lunch-menus/

Make a Difference Day
Madison Meadows Make a Difference Day was a huge success this year! Over sixty-five
Meadows Rams showed up to clean our campus and surrounding neighborhood.
Ms. Whitney greeted the gang with donuts and juice. We then broke up into small groups and
got cleaning! Thank you all for truly making a difference and taking pride in your school and
neighborhood community. Also, thank you to Mrs. Bradley and Dr. McClure for helping out.
This Activity was accepted by Disney as a POINTS of LIGHT Event and Meadows won 20
park passes due to the great work and great participation. Once we receive them in 30-60 days
we’ll share more about what we can do with them.
Stay tuned for updates for next term's Service Learning opportunity.!

Attention Parents of 8th Grade Students:
Download baby or young pictures of your 8th grader for the 2018-2019 yearbook
to: https://goo.gl/forms/YYtvPnJNgVi0KsIF2.

Thanks!

Volunteers are needed! This is a great way to get Service
Learning Hours and meet new people!!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094bacaf2aa6f58-october

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE……. NURSE SHARON

th

th

Parents of 6 graders: All 6 graders who are 11 yrs old need to get the Tdap and Meningi-

tis shot. Please check your records and if you have not already, please send in a copy to the
Health office. If your child needs the shot please arrange for that to be done ASAP. It is a
State Of AZ law. Please call Nurse Sharon if you are not sure.
Self-Carry Inhalers: Please remember that any inhalers your child carries is OK ONLY
when the proper form has been filled out and signed by the student and the parent. Inhalers
must be labeled.

Hearing and Vision Screening was done Sept. 24 thru the 27th. Thank You to Danielle
Hanson for chairing this event and all the wonderful volunteers: Pam Hannappel, Debbie Oliver, Chris Goodfarb, Ashley Wilkins, Julie Taylor, Kristen Baker, Molly Mayfield, Monica
Osselaer, Lori Takeuchi, Becky McKay, Carrie Lipshitz, Corina Parra, Buck Ellis, Becky
Butcher, Leeann Spangler, Michelle Mackle, Brandi Carter, Rebecca Nieto, Jenny Rose,
Nicole Lynch, Leslie Isham, Sarah Speer, Shannon Lawson, Valerie Clark.

JOIN PARENTS AND TEACHERS AT MEADOWS
THERE’S NO TASTIER WAY TO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL

Tuesday, October 16, 10:00am—10:00pm
Please bring this flyer with you and 20% will be donated back to our school!!
Purchases include dine in, take out, catering and all beverages.
1133 E. Northern Avenue
602-274-5881

LD28 Candidate Forum

You are invited to join the Madison Advocates along with the Madison
Parent Teacher Organizations to meet candidates for Arizona House and
Senate Legislative District 28 and the Madison District Governing
Board
Moderated by Paulina Pineda of Capitol Times

Monday October 1st
5:30-7:00
Madison School District Board Room
5601 N. 16th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85016
Elections are ALWAYS important but this year is particularly critical. Please
come and meet the candidates of LD 28 (which encompasses most of the Madison School District) – Republican and Democrat – and learn where they stand
on issues important to you and our schools. Please post/distribute widely and we
look forward to seeing you there!
Thank you to the Madison Parent Teacher Organizations for their support:

Camelview PTO
Rose Lane TEAM
MTA Guild
Parents and Teachers at Simis
Park PTO
Heights PTO
Parents and Teachers at Meadows
Madison No.1 PTO

Thank you for
supporting Madison
Meadows Athletics!

Meadows’ Year
Round Sports
Schedule Includes:

Participation in athletics
helps develop children’s
social and leadership skills,
increases confidence and
self-esteem, fosters a
sense of community, and
provides healthy physical
activity. These benefits are
an important part of preparing our students for high
school and beyond. By
joining us as a sponsor you
can help ensure our programs stay strong and
safe.

Fall
Boys and Girls CrossCountry
Boys Soccer
Girls Soccer
JV Girls Volleyball
Varsity Girls Volleyball

While a participation fee is
required of each athlete,
the cost does not go much
further than paying coaches, officials and transportation. Team equipment and
uniforms are additional
expenses. These sponsorships helps bridge the athletic budget gaps.
As partners, we promise to
promote your company or
organization through the
placement of your banner,
as well as mention your support in communications with
our families. Please check
with your tax consultant, as
your sponsorship is most
likely tax deductible. Our tax
ID is 74-2401305.

Winter
Coed Flag Football
Coed Wrestling
JV Boys Basketball
Varsity Boys Basketball
JV Girls Basketball
Varsity Girls Basketball
JV Cheerleading
Varsity Cheerleading
Spring
Boys and Girls Track
JV Softball
Varsity Softball
JV Baseball
Varsity Baseball
Boys Volleyball

Please visit our website at
www.meadowsathletics.com

Madison
Meadows Athletic
Sponsorship
Program

“Do you know what my favorite
part of the game is?
The opportunity to play.”
– Mike Singletary

PTM MISSION STATEMENT: PTM’s mission is to provide support to our children, our faculty, staff,
administration and our parents for the betterment of the educational process and social environment of
Madison Meadows Middle School.
PTM needs your involvement to meet our mission! Check out our volunteer and committee page on the
PTM website. We have a variety of ways to help! www.meadowsptm.org

PTM MEETINGS: Meetings will be in the Media Center at 5:30pm. Here are our scheduled dates:
October 3
November 7
December 5
January 9

February 6
March 6
April 3
May 1

PTM BOARD:

President
Co Vice President
Co-Vice President
Treasurer, Accounts Payable
Treasurer, Accounts Receivable
Recording Secretary
Communications Secretary

Leeann Spangler, President@MeadowsPTM.org
Dionne Washington, VPSS@MeadowsPTM.org
Theresa Rink, VPFF@MeadowsPTM.org
Lori Takeuchi, AP@MeadowsPTM.org
Melissa Boydston, AR@MeadowsPTM.org
Chris Goodfarb, RecSec@MeadowsPTM.org
Nicole Lynch, CorSec@MeadowsPTM.org

Together we can make a difference!
Stay Connected with Meadows!
Sign up for eBlasts, to receive reminders and important
school information via email.
Join our mailing list at www.meadowsptm.org
or email Nicole Lynch, Nicole@lynchevents.net

