MED-O-GRAM
NOVEMBER 2018
Dear Meadows Families,
Thank you to all the parents of Meadows. What a wonderful group of
families. All we need to do is a shout-out to help and you are there
asking what, where and when!
We accomplished a lot in October with the Fall Fundraiser Color
Party, the presentation by Teen LifeLine, Bingo Night, Restaurant
Night and Parent/Teacher Conferences! Whew!
Coming up in November is the Dads’ Club Neighborhood Cleanup,
Restaurant Night at Sweet Republic, the Walk N Roll for Spina Bifida
on the 17th, and our PTM meeting (5:30pm on the 7th) and after
presentation (6:30pm) on Parents as Sexuality Educators. We hope
you can be involved in one if not all of our activities.
And remember to Save The Date, December 7, Simis/Meadows Open
House Holiday Party! 4:00pm—8:00pm. All are invited!!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
DADS’ CLUB—
NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP
November 4, 8:00am—11:00am
PTM MEETING
November 7, 5:30pm
Media Center
PRESENTATION BY
PLANNED PARENTHOOD
Parents as Sexuality Educators
November 7, 6:30pm
Media Center
VETERANS’ DAY —
NO SCHOOL
November 12

On behalf of your PTM Board, Happy Thanksgiving!

REGULAR RELEASE
November 14, 20, 3:40pm

Leeann Spangler
PTM President
President@meadowsptm.org

TCT, 2:10pm Release
November 7, 28
DADS’ CLUB
November 13, 6:00pm
Lincoln Heights Church
RESTAURANT NIGHT —
SWEET REPUBLIC
November 14, 2:00pm—9:00pm
THANKSGIVING BREAK —
NO SCHOOL
November 21, 22, 23

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I’m so pleased to have been able to announce about our new “A” ranking. It was all due to the diligence of our
teachers, students and parents to achieve this. Excellent work!
Grade Level Updates for October
In 5th Grade, Science classes are studying the properties of matter. The students are very excited to be piloting a
science program and really enjoy the many different online interactive features and hands-on activities that they get
to work on with their tables or lab partners. Math classes are working on decimal operations, and in Social Studies,
students are learning about the Age of Exploration and the founding of North America through a variety of handson and group activities. Students will soon be taking part in a Service Learning opportunity with a global tie in November. In Language Arts, students are writing a festive persuasive essay, and the advanced classes are studying
theme in different Aesop fables.
6th Grade:
Science is covering the conduction and convection cycles. The students are demonstrating their understanding by
producing a song, skit, or rap and their presentations will be shared with peer students. The 6th graders in Social
Studies continue to conduct research for their IB country report. Plus, they continue to work on current event and
are now focusing their learning on the Hebrew Kingdoms. In Language Arts, we will be focusing on writing in our
new units in the StudySync textbook, and on our, "Facing Challenges" Unit. Honors will be focusing on our
"Justice Served" Unit. 6th grade mathematicians recently completed artwork to show how to find the percent of a
number for their IB unit. In class, they have begun a study on positive and negative integers.
7th Grade:
Science is finishing up the rock cycle and the movement of tectonic plates. We will be moving into the change of
the Earth and the different processes that influence that change. We will continue to talk about tectonic plates and
their role, but also look at other impacts that may have caused differences throughout the years too. Students will
complete their third summative in the next week and create rock rap songs. This is a great project for them to review the concepts touched on already, and show their creative sides! Math is taking the 2nd CPA on Tuesday and
finishing up Percents. Thursday, we will start Book 2. Social Studies is finishing our Junior Achievement
units. Ms. Andrews's students (and Ms. Vacanti's 3rd period) will be attending the Financial Park on November 5th
and the rest of Ms. Vacanti's kids will be attending on November 6th. Students will need sack lunches on their field
trip day. A huge thank you to parents who have volunteered for this trip! In Language Arts, we are working on
novel study units. The advanced classes are reading Lord of the Flies and focusing on symbolism and foreshadowing. The on-level classes are reading The Giver and focusing on making inferences and analyzing characters' perspectives. Both classes are working with themes related to justice, fairness, leadership, and interactions between
characters.
8th Grade:
ELA - In Ms. Bradshaw’s class, students are exploring the art of suspense by reading Edgar Allan Poe. Every
Wednesday is Writing Wednesday, and is devoted to the construction of their 26 sentence children’s story to be
read in either Ms. Robuck’s class or Ms. Vermeersch’s class on December 19. Ms. Bracamonte is finishing up Animal Farm and focusing on some essay writing in her classes. Both teachers are still hitting roots hard with quizzes
every Friday and buybacks available all quarter.
Math - In both Ms. Hale and Ms. Lynch’s classrooms, students are learning slope intercept formula and getting
good use out of their fancy graphic calculators. The algebra is “very intense,” according to the students, and the
arithmetic sequences are making them feel like mini engineers!
Science - It’s ZORK time! With the genetics unit in full swing, students are creating Zorks, alien creatures created
from Punnett square practice, as part of their extension activities. Remember, science is standards-based grading,
so students must show proficiency through the summative assessment, reassessments, and extension activities.
Social Studies - In Ms. Andrews class, students are learning about the duties of the Executive Branch, and just finished presentations on the various sections of the federal cabinet. Students in Ms. Bootz’s class just finished up
learning about the House and the Senate. These students will know their government before too long.

Continued next page...

Exploratories:
5/6 Spanish: 5th and 6th graders are working on their new units, Hola, que tal? and Los Pasatiempos. During the
week of October 29th, we will explore and compare Dia de Los Muertos with Halloween.
7/8 Spanish: Students are reading the novel “La Tumba” in connection to the Day of the Dead celebration. They will
be writing a poem and bringing in an object to honored a loved one who has passed. We will be decorating an altar.
5/6 Digital Design: Design Cycle is the focus in October and the students are loving it! Students will be learning the
Design Cycle the fun way...creating products using 3D pens. They worked in groups to come up with 3 proposals,
are creating them, will get feedback from their peers. Then, if time allows, they will refine or improve their product.
Next up is creating a brochure or flyer about their product. Final part of this unit will be green screen videos on their
product and how they used the Design Cycle.
7/8 Digital Design: Students are creating collaborative videos for the project ¨Meadows and the Planet¨. Groups are
combining electronic artwork, cropped photos, flyers, and animations into one shared video. The goal of the video is
to persuade members of the Meadows Community to change a behavior to help solve a global problem.
7/8 PE: Students in 7th and 8th grade Physical Education classes have been performing very well. All students have
been participating in Floor Hockey, Gym Polo, and various Flag games. Upcoming sports include Softball, Soccer,
and Kickball on the outdoor fields.
5th-8th Art: It is beginning to feel a lot like fall in the art room and I don't mean because of the crisp fall time air
wafting through the doors. We have candy and pumpkins filling our art classes this month! 5th grade is just finishing
up their Salvador Dali inspired surreal landscapes and coming up soon will be our Victorian Architecture project. 6th
grade is exploring chalk pastel techniques while drawing pumpkins! 7th grade is learning all about how to express
emotion after studying the work of Edvard Munch and several other artists from the expressionism art movement.
Finally, 8th grade is learning how to draw from life and successfully crop an image to make their work visually interesting. To make their drawings even more exciting, each student will be able to choose one piece of candy to draw
and at the end of the project we all get to treat ourselves after all our hard work!
Pat Carney M.Ed
Principal
Madison Meadows Middle School
(602) 664-7601

Extraordinary Learning for All
Learning for All

Update from Meadows Office:
Classroom Interruptions: In the month of October we had 649 interruptions;
335 were due to early sign-outs and 314 from tardiness. These interruption
numbers do not include the times the office has to call in for other things. Please
help us keep these numbers down.
Continuing Student Update: Please take the time to update your child's information in PowerSchool today. It is imperative that this information be updated;
we depend on it being complete and accurate. Follow the step by step instructions below. We want to thank the families that have already updated your information this year.
This document will show you (step by step) how to update your information in
PowerSchool.
2018-2019 Continuing Student Update Form Instructions (II).docx: (https://
msg.schoolmessenger.com/m/?
s=zaZccHxzchE&mal=e65dd3ba569de78b8842b981668db15d5ec0d8d353b14f
323f0d1864b8c62a4d)
Respect our Neighbors: Please be aware when you are lining up to leave or
pick up your student to not block a homeowner's driveway. Respect our neighbors as you would like to be respected.
REMINDER: PLEASE only pick up and drop off on 3rd Avenue” TRY IT - it
only takes a minute and it doesn’t upset our neighbors!!!

PTM QUICK NOTES:

Community Service
Community Service opportunities for your students can be found on this page: http://
meadowsptm.org/whats-happening/community-service/

PTM Meeting Minutes
Couldn't make a PTM meeting? Stay up to date by reading the meeting minutes
here: http://meadowsptm.org/whats-happening/ptm-general-meetings/

FROM BECKI...
October is National Bullying Awareness and Prevention Month!

At Madison Meadows we created some amazing activities to celebrate this! On
October 4th, we wore Blue to recognize our choice to treat each other with kindness and respect. We created a Kindness Boomerang video where we showed our
students passing kindness forward and reflected on spreading kindness through our
campus. During Guided Study we did a role play to practice how to be an
upstander at school. In helping our school address these issues it is important to
understand what bullying is and what it is not.
Bullying is defined as repeated aggressive or unwanted behavior toward an individual with a real or perceived imbalance of power. The three important parts of this
definition are:
Bullying is aggressive behavior that involves negative actions toward a peer.
Bullying involves a pattern of behavior that is repeated over time.
Bullying involves an imbalance of power.
Bullying is not:
Arguments or conflicts
Being bossy to other kids
Telling a joke about someone
Choosing one friend over another
Telling another person you don’t like him or her
Acts of aggression that happen only once
We encourage parents to talk with their students about these definitions and that
they need to report any bullying to an adult on campus immediately. We encourage all students to look out for each other at school and strive to build a community
of kindness.

Becki Williams, LMSW
Meadows Social Worker
602-664-7630
bwilliams@madisoned.org

CHARITABLE ACTS:

Growing Together, a Giving Garden
7000 N. Central
Phoenix, AZ 85020
https://growingtogetherphx.org/
Feed My Starving Children
1345 S Alma School
Mesa, AZ 85210
https://www.azgives.org/fmsc
UMOM
3333 E Van Buren
Phoenix, AZ 85008
https://umom.org/

GO RAMS!!

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

Nurse Sharon

IMMUNIZATIONS: Meningitis and Tdap are required for all 11 year-olds in the 6th grade. Please
continue to send in proof of any immunizations your child has received so their shot record will be up
to date. Please keep track of these shots yourself as well since all 8th grade students need to send in
immunization records to their child’s prospective high schools.
SICK CHILD: ALL STUDENTS MUST BE FREE OF A TEMPERATURE, VOMITING AND
DIARRHEA FOR 24 HRS BEFORE COMING BACK TO SCHOOL.
FLU SEASON: The flu season is upon us. Get your flu shots to help fight off the flu. If you happen
to get the flu, it will definitely be less severe. Encourage your children to dress appropriately, get
sufficient sleep and eat balanced meals.

Have a Happy and Healthy Day

Disability Awareness Committee

November 2018

Meadows Dads’ Club Neighborhood Clean-Up

Date:
Time:
Place:

Sunday November 4
8 AM – 11 AM
3rd Avenue entrance to Meadows

Team:
Sign up link attached. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4FA5AF28A64neighborhood
This is a great opportunity for us to increase our partnership with our neighborhood
while helping the kids earn those ever-needed community service hours. The overall
event will go around 3 hours, depending on routes, etc.
Once at the meeting point, we will select teams and each team will be assigned a route.
The routes run about a mile to a mile and a half to two miles. We will provide trash
bags, gloves, and bottled water. Wear comfortable walking shoes. Sunscreen might be a
good call but since we are dads we’ll have low expectations for SPF40…
Please contact Chuck or Scott for any questions.
Thanks!

And don’t forget, our next Dads’ Club meeting is Tuesday November 13 at Lincoln
Heights Church for discussion, dodge ball, and refreshments.

Meadows Sports
Congratulations to each of the Fall Sports teams for their outstanding performances this year! Varsity
Volleyball was second in their division 8-2 and are in the semi-finals; JV Volleyball was first in their division at 10-0 and are in the semi-finals Thursday. Girls Soccer was first in their division at 8-0-2 and
lost in the quarterfinals 3-4. The Girls Cross Country team finished in 4th place, while the Boys Cross
Country team finished in 1st place out of 15 teams and won the 2018 Valley Athletic Conference Championship. Thanks to all the students who participated in sports during the Fall season.
Anyone interested in being the Head Coach for Meadows' Wrestling Program should contact Athletic
Director, Peter Samuel, at: dsamuel@madisoned.org to express your interest. The season runs from midNovember until early February. There is a $1,200 stipend for one coach. The coach is expected to have
practices during the week after school, supervise & attend all meets, and instruct students.

TRYOUTS
Boys' and Girls' Basketball: Boys (JV & Varsity) will tryout on Monday the 29th and Tuesday the 30th
from 4:00 until 5:30. Girls (JV & Varsity) will tryout on Wednesday the 7th from 2:15 until 3:45 &
Thursday the 8th from 3:45 until 5:15
Cheer will hold tryouts on Monday November 5th, Tuesday November 6th, Thursday November 8th, and
Friday November 9th from 4:00 until 5:30. All interested students should come dressed in proper athletic
attire. Make sure you have water.
Flag Football will hold tryouts on Monday November 5th, Tuesday November 6th, Thursday November
8th, and Friday November 9th from 4:00 until 6:00. All interested students should come dressed in proper
athletic attire and wear tennis shoes or cleats, gym shorts, and a tee shirt. A water bottle is required.
~~~~
There will be a Winter Sports Information Meeting on Wednesday, November 7th from 4:45 to 5:15pm in
the gymnasium at Madison Meadows. Athletic Director, Peter Samuel, will be there along with some of
the coaches to provide overall information about the Winter season and answer any questions. Winter
sports at Meadows are: Flag Football; Wrestling; Varsity & Junior Varsity Girls Basketball; and Varsity
& Junior Varsity Boys Basketball.

Job Well Done!
Wow, you all are amazing! We received over 1,500 box tops in October, and they really add
up for our school. Ms. Cohen's guided study class turned in the most Box Tops for the Snack
Shack prize. Keep on clipping this holiday season. The next collection will be in February 2019!
Thank you!
Sadie Jo

MEADOWS VOLUNTEERS
WE SUCCEED WITH YOU!!
FALL FUNDRAISER ORDERS
Alissa Cowan
Araceli Garces
Chris Goodfarb
Pam Hannappel
Theresa Rink, Chair

COLOR PARTY

Shila Bechdol
Jayce Ellison
Carrie Lifshitz
Nicole Lynch
Juan Mojica
Becky Nieto
Meadows’ Custodial Staff (who helped clean up!)

Monica Osselaer
Radha Pappas
Theresa Rink
Leeann Spangler, Chair
Lori Takeuchi
Naomi V
Jessica Yanes

FALL CONFERENCE MEALS FOR TEACHERS
Gretchen Bachman
Holly Brauer
Alissa Cowan
Rendee Combs
Katie Corcoran
Sadie Jo Crews
Susie Daoust
Jessica Dugan
Dena Economopoulos
Jennie Elser
Phoebe Fox
Darla Goodman
Katherine Gordoa
Kelsey Havran
Claudina Hernandez
Angela Jaramillo
Mandy Kalish
Pam Kasovac
Mitra Khazai
Lindsay Kittler
Marty Kudler
Kelly Luba

Lois Malone
Kristy Matock
Reyna Murillo
Radha Pappas
Simona Wong Pappanduros
Jagruti Patel
Eva Pineda
Sean Quinn
Valerie Revering
Quisha Ryan
Diane Salazar
Aundi Simpson
Khamsone Sirimanivong
Leeann Spangler
Coculana Swart
Angela Talbot
Leslie Trost
Naomi V
Kerrie Wallace
Patty Wubker, Chair
Meadows’ Custodial Staff!

MADISON MEADOWS
ATHLETIC BANNER
PROGRAM
Thanks:

PATRICK FUNKE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Financial Consultants • Retirement Plan Specialists

Madison Animal Hospital and Grooming

Your support means so much!!

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AT MEADOWS:
THE MEMORY PROJECT:
The Memory Project is a charitable nonprofit organization that invites art teachers, art students, and solo artists to help cultivate global kindness by creating portraits for children around the world who have
faced substantial challenges, such as violence, war, extreme poverty, neglect, and loss of parents. Our
participants create these portraits to help children feel valued and important, to know that many people
care about their well-being, and to provide a special childhood memory in the future. Since 2004 we
have created more than 130,000 portraits for children in 47 countries.
The Memory Project just delivered the photos to Meadows’ 8th Grade classes! We were matched with
104 children from Syria and we will be creating their portraits throughout second quarter. We have
until February 15, 2019 to deliver the portraits and our donation! Here is the link to learn
more: https://www.memoryproject.org/syria.

THE UGANDA TEACHERS EXCHANGE PROJECT:
Madison Meadows has been offered a very rare and amazing opportunity to do a teacher exchange program with teachers from Uganda. In June, we hope to send 5 teachers from Meadows to Uganda for 10
days to learn about their schools, culture, teaching, arts and community. Then in January 2020, we will
host teachers from Uganda to come see how we teach and learn about our culture, arts and about how
amazing Madison Meadows is. If you can donate to help send our teachers on this amazing trip, please
go to Meadows PTM website to donate (https://www.meadowsptm.org).

It’s time to start planning for Commencement! There are TONS of moving parts, and I’ll
need all the help I can get from parents of all grade levels. We’ll be having our first planning meeting on Friday, November 16th, 6:00pm at Becky Nieto’s house: 6635 N Central
Ave (the house on the corner of Ocotillo and Central next to the crosswalk). We will be
deciding on committee chairs/members and discussing the overall plan of how commencement works. You are more than welcome to bring a munchie or drink to share!
Feel free to email, call, or text me with questions, concerns, or to RSVP for our meeting.
Hope to see you all there!!
Bridget Bell
Commencement Chair 2019

THE MADISON CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
Many of you have been asking to be informed of what is happening at The Madison, and we listened! Follow the link below and we will happily keep you in the
loop with regular mailings and promotional pricing! There is also a shortcut to sign
up for tickets to a free concert. The US Army Band will be coming to The Madison on November 13th.
https://mailchi.mp/madisoned/subscribe
David Empey
Theatre Manager
602-695-0521

ACTIVITY FEE
Every school year each family is asked to pay a $50 Activity fee for each of their students. Over the course of the
school year this fee covers field trips, demonstrations, special guest visits, bus transportation to off campus events,
assemblies and other school wide and grade level events. The Activity fee applies towards your Arizona Tax Credit
and must be paid to participate in field trips including the cost of the 8th Grade Water Day and Sunscreen/Hydration
lesson associated with this field trip. This is a $50 tax credit donation.
Ways to donate:
On-Line:
To pay the $50 per student activity fee online:
www.madisonaz.org
Hover over where it says “PARENTS” and then click on “PAY A FEE”
Scroll to the bottom of the page and click where it says “online” under the School Activity Fee section
Click on “Make a Donation”
School: Madison Meadows; Activity: General - general
We do not have access to view online payments, so please make sure you forward the tax credit confirmation email
to mrowell@madisoned.org
Please include your student’s name(s) and grade level(s) in the email.
In Person:
Come in to Madison Meadows Office. Donations can be made by credit card or debit card in the office.

Don’t forget us….

TAX CREDIT

Remember, as we get closer to 2018, you may make your tax credit donation to Madison Meadows and support your
children’s classrooms!
Ways to donate:
On-Line: www.madisonaz.org (Follow steps as listed above)
In Person:
You may bring the form below and your donation to the school donation site of your choice in person or to the
Madison District Office at 5601 N. 16th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85016.
By Mail:
Print the form from the link below and return along with your check to the school of your choice or to the District
Office address below:
http://madisonaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/tax-credit-web_9-2015.pdf
Mailing Address:
Madison School District
Attn: Tax Credit Program
5601 N. 16th Street
Phoenix , AZ 85016
Be sure to keep your receipt(s) for tax purposes.
The students of Madison School District thank you for your support!

PTM MISSION STATEMENT: PTM’s mission is to provide support to our children, our faculty, staff,
administration and our parents for the betterment of the educational process and social environment of
Madison Meadows Middle School.
PTM needs your involvement to meet our mission! Check out our volunteer and committee page on the
PTM website. We have a variety of ways to help! www.meadowsptm.org

PTM MEETINGS: Meetings will be in the Media Center at 5:30pm. Here are our scheduled dates:
November 7
December 5
January 9
February 6

March 6
April 3
May 1

PTM BOARD:

President
Co Vice President
Co-Vice President
Treasurer, Accounts Payable
Treasurer, Accounts Receivable
Recording Secretary
Communications Secretary

Leeann Spangler, President@MeadowsPTM.org
Dionne Washington, VPSS@MeadowsPTM.org
Theresa Rink, VPFF@MeadowsPTM.org
Lori Takeuchi, AP@MeadowsPTM.org
Melissa Boydston, AR@MeadowsPTM.org
Chris Goodfarb, RecSec@MeadowsPTM.org
Nicole Lynch, CorSec@MeadowsPTM.org

Together we can make a difference!
Stay Connected with Meadows!
Sign up for eBlasts, to receive reminders and important
school information via email.
Join our mailing list at www.meadowsptm.org
or email Nicole Lynch, Nicole@lynchevents.net

